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STATUTE MILES 
PAINTING BY STAFF ARTIST NEO M. SElOLtfi 
MAP 8¥ £ UMARS J. RUT INS AND LLO ZEBAftTH 
GEOGRAPHIC ART DIVISION 
© NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC SOCIETY 


$3 National forests 
Indian reservations 
gllS Military reservations 


mt Inhabited pueblos 
«Ga Abandoned puebbs 
A Other national monuments 
A < Btatc monuments 
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White Sands 

National 

Monument 

S HIMMERING: wavelik- : 
dimes,, fresh as a wilder 
ness snowfall, blanket a vas 
area in the Tularosa Valle> _ 
Ever growing, ever chang- 
ing, tho hills inch forward 
before the prevailing south- 
west winds/ 

The world's largest gyp- 
sum desert was created mil- 
lenniums ago when the min- 
eral was washed from the 
hanking San Andres Moun- 
tains, deposited in dry lake 
beds, and blown by winds 
into dunes— a process still 
going on. Established in 
1933, White Sands National 
‘M op®|f preserves near : 
^ .mtles of the 

landscape/ :! 
at visi- . 

. tors'- Who "io me here each 
year, the- Park Service de- 
vised s#“-5ifce picnic shelters 
{lower left). To keep a way 
open for cars, employees 
spend countless hours grad- 
ing and scraping away the 
sugar-fine sand, 

Surprisingly, the desert 
supports much plant life — 
yucca, squaw bush, rabbit- 
brush, cottonwood, Many 
animals, including badger, 
skunk, fox, rabbit, coyote, 
gopher, and kangaroo rat, 
make excursions into it. A.; 
permanent inhabitant of the 
dunes is the bleached earless 
lizard, Molhwakla maeulata 
ruthvem (heft). 
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